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IOWA DONOR NETWORK'S 2023 IMPACT
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2023 EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

IOWA DONOR NETWORK SIGNATURE EVENTS

GREEN 5K, MEMORIAL GARDEN EVENT, IOWA TRANSPLANT OPEN,
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION EVENT, DONOR FAMILY CARE NIGHT AT THE BALLPARK,
DONOR DASH, DONATE LIFE CONFERENCE, AND CANDLELIGHT TRIBUTES
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IMPACT

KATIE KUEHN AND KELLY STIFFLER
DONOR FAMILY

“In March 2022, our family became a member of the lowa Donor Network community because of the terrible heartbreak
our family went through when we said goodbye to Josh. Josh was a great and loving son, husband, father, brother, and
uncle. He took good care of his family. Whenever he left from seeing or talking to you, he always told you that he loved
you. He reached out to family and friends just to tell them he was thinking of them. He was a fierce advocate for children
and adults with disabilities and he fought like hell to make sure they had the resources they needed to thrive. He always
watched out for the underdog and was an active member of his community.

After a sudden medical event in March 2022, Josh became an organ, cornea, tissue, and bone donor. Losing him was so
hard. He had always chosen ‘yes’ as an organ donor on his driver's license and we knew we had to honor his wishes in his
final act of giving. It was the hardest time in our family’s life, and we grieve our devastating loss every day.

Our family is grateful that during the worst time of our lives, the lowa Donor Network was with us and helped us each step
of the way. They ensured Josh was celebrated through a beautiful honor walk on his way to his donor surgery. They continue
to be a resource for our family and support us as we continue through our grief journey. We will always be supportive of the
lowa Donor Network, as they have supported us and so many other families who have faced the same loss.

We continue to celebrate Josh for all his gifts and impacts he made in the lives of others, including the gift of life he provided
to so many people through his choice to be a donor.”




HOPE

THE TIN MEN (MIKE MEREDITH, JERRY JONES, DAVE JONES, DAN BUTTON)
RECIPIENTS

“Our story does not follow a yellow brick road to a wonderful wizard; but rather four men and a little Tin Man figurine.

Dan Button was waiting for a heart transplant when his sister Becky gave him a miniature Tin Man. After taking ownership
of the little figurine, Dan got the lifesaving call from the hospital that a heart was available. The Button family, having gotten
a second chance at life, passed along the figurine to Give Hope to another family waiting for a heart transplant.

Dave Jones called with the news he had received a new heart before the little Tin Man had a chance to journey to his new
home. Dan and Dave met after the transplant, where Dave accepted the Tin Man to gift to his brother Jerry, who also was
waiting for a heart transplant. It only took a couple months before the Tin Man did his job and found Jerry a heart.

The group of men decided to continue the hard work and luck of the Tin Man by passing him on to Mike Meredith. They all
met for dinner and shared the magical story of the figurine. It took less than five months before Mike got the lifesaving call
that a heart was available. The magic of the Tin Man continued, bringing to all who carried it a selfless donor’s gift of life.
Today, thanks to their donors, these men are all alive and well as is their friendship.”
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REMEMBERING THOSE WHO GAVE THE GIFT OF LIFE IN 2023

123 ORGAN DONORS | 1,027 TISSUE DONORS
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Please support lowa Donor Network’s mission and those waiting
on the transplant list by making a financial contribution in 2024. OSSO
We all have the potential to save and enhance lives by being iy

registered donors and by financially contributing to further & e
IDN's mission of working together to transform lives through

organ and tissue donation. 0

Give Now at lowaDonorNetwork.org/donate
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