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Sincerely,
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Also, while we operated in a virtual environment, including conducting online Driver’s

education classes, volunteer training and hospital development presentations and meetings

we accomplished some major milestones: In 2020 we recovered organs from our 1500  organ

donor and provided our 5000  organ for transplantation. Also, in a historic first, we worked

th

th

with an out-of-state transplant center to recover a heart for transplantation from a Donor

After Circulatory Death. This is a difficult procedure that is still considered quite rare in the

United States. In another milestone, we coordinated our 12,000  tissue donation! All of this

while coping with PPE shortages and virus-related staffing challenges. In another first, we held

th

a virtual 5K fundraiser and awareness effort that exceeded our goals for participation and funds

raised. We also held our annual Donor Candlelight Tribute events virtually and had our best

attendance ever! While COVID-19 has certainly challenged us this year, it has also brought us

some gifts. We have learned that we can reach many more donor families and volunteers

through virtual offerings, and so, we will probably continue some of these strategies long after

the virus has been brought under control. We look forward to that day when we can greet all

of you in person again.

2020 HAS BEEN A CHALLENGING YEAR FOR THE ENTIRE COUNTRY. AMAZINGLY, DESPITE
THE MANY CHALLENGES, OUR HEROES, DONORS AND THEIR DONOR FAMILIES, CONTINUED
TO PUT THEIR TRUST IN US AND SAY, “YES” TO DONATION. WE ARE HONORED AND
THANKFUL FOR THEIR TRUST WHICH EXEMPLIFIES THE TRUE NATURE OF THE HUMAN
SPIRIT, THE BELIEF THAT EVEN IN THE WORST OF TIMES, THERE IS GOOD IN THE WORLD.
We are also very grateful to the dedicated staff of Iowa Donor Network who respond when our

donor families need us and make donation happen. At an unknown risk to themselves and their

health and well-being, these courageous people report to work in COVID filled hospitals. In the

background, there are many other team members and support staff that make the front-line

response possible. On very short notice, the entire IDN team figured out how to work differently

to protect ourselves and each other from the Corona virus. For most, this meant figuring out

how to do their jobs from home, in a remote environment. No small feat in a rural state like

Iowa where Internet bandwidth is a challenge. Through patience and determination, we figured

it out and adapted to the challenges that came our way and continue to do so. We are especially

in awe of those staff members who found themselves conducting home school classes and

daycare duties while trying to be online attending to their full-time jobs. What a year! We

congratulate all for a job well done! In the end, we pulled it together to meet our mission of,

Working Together to Transform Lives Through Organ and Tissue Donation.

WHAT A YEAR! FROM OUR CEO AND BOARD CHAIRI
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IOWA DONOR NETWORK ACHIEVES MAJOR MILESTONES

26 YEARS OF HEALING LIVES (1994-2020)

THIRD YEAR IN A ROW OF RECORD ORGAN DONATION IN IOWA!

103

DONORS

886
DONORS

TISSUE
DONORS

300

1500 12,0005000
TRANSPLANTED

TESS ABNEY
DONOR FAMILY
“Losing a loved one creates a void in your soul that
can never be filled. But thanks to IDN, that void can
be softened and made easier to live with. They have
not only provided my own family with support and a
way to cope with our loss, they provide comfort,
guidance and knowledge to donors and recipients
and their families on a daily basis. Through their
continuous dedication, IDN impressively follows
their mission of working together to transform lives
through organ and tissue donation.”

SUPPORT



GROWTH IN ORGAN DONORS AND ORGANS TRANSPLANTED IN 5 YEARS

75% increase
in organs
transplanted
in 5 years

87% increase
in organ
donation
in 5 years
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KIM BURDAKIN
LIVER RECIPIENT AND
IDN BOARD MEMBER

“I am alive because of organ donation. I am

grateful to the family of Steven, my donor.

There will never be enough that I can say or do

to show my gratitude for giving me my life

back. When I became deathly sick, I was a

single mother of two daughters ages 12 and 9.

Because of that gift, my girls didn’t have to

grow up without a mom.”

GRATITUDE



GOING VIRTUAL
 

“We believe in IDN and what they offer
families. Since our daughter’s death,
everyone in our family has made sure they
are registered donors. People’s lives are
changed every day with the help of IDN.
Although our loss has hurt us deeply and
grief is a life-long journey, we stand with
IDN in their work to give lifesaving gifts to
people in need. ”

InMarchtheCOVID-19pandemic caused Iowa Donor Network to shift many of its outreach and fundraising efforts online. 

60+ VIRTUAL
EDUCATIONS

FOR THE PUBLIC
& HEALTHCARE

PROVIDERS

VIRTUAL
DONATE

LIFE
MONTH

VIRTUAL
GREEN 5K

IOWA DONOR NETWORK

GREEN

5K

VIRTUAL
CANDLELIGHT

TRIBUTES

VIRTUAL GREEN 5K

170 DONORS HONORED
1,300 VIEWS

16
STATES

800+
OPENING
CEREMONY
VIEWED
2,000+
TIMES

$55,715
RAISED

JOYCE KNICKERBOCKER,
ANDREA ROSE’S MOTHER
PICTURED: ANDREA ROSE

BELIEVE



 

VOLUNTEER
 TONIKAUTZ

DONOR FAMILY AND IDN VOLUNTEER
“Back in 2015, I was looking to volunteer for an organization that did great things for the community and was happy I found
Iowa Donor Network. Although I didn’t have any ties to organ donation personally, I was welcomed on my first day of
volunteer orientation with open arms and kindness. You can usually find me volunteering in the office helping out with
compiling donor bracelets, medallions, entering survey information from community educations or putting manuals together.
 
Since becoming a volunteer, I have been an advocate to family and friends about donation and have helped get them signed
up to be a donor. In 2019, donation did touch my life personally when my Mom passed away. She thought she was too old to
donate, but she would be so proud to know she was able to donate her corneas. My Mom was a woman of great faith who
found joy in everything she did. I miss so much about her; all the laughter we shared, the songs she used to sing, the way she
told a joke, and how she wouldn’t let you leave her house until you played a game of cards with her. 

Every time I volunteer in the office, my spirits are lifted knowing that although I’m not volunteering on the frontlines, I
know what I do helps in some way with the mission of Iowa Donor Network.”

 

336
REMOTE VOLUNTEERING

• THANK YOU CARDS TO HOSPITAL AND OUT OF HOSPITAL PARTNERS DURING DLM
• THANK YOU CARDS TO DMV OFFICES DURING DMV APPRECIATION MONTH
• 24 HR INSTAGRAM TAKEOVER TO SHARE THEIR STORY
• CONNECT TO PURPOSE DURING VIRTUAL PUBLIC EDUCATIONS AND DRIVER’S EDUCATION
• THANK YOU CARDS AND CALLS TO FINANCIAL DONORS
• SORTING AND BAGGING IDN BRACELETS
• PROMOTING NATIONAL DONOR SABBATH IN THEIR PLACE OF WORSHIP 

• SHARINGFACESOFDONATION STORIES



2,900
IN THE FIRST YEAR

WENDY LUFT
LOGAN’S MOM
“We are beyond excited and humbled by the
dramatic increase in people choosing to be
donors on their hunting and fishing licenses.
I truly believe that organ donor awareness
and education is the key. Logan's Law will
continue to increase those numbers every
year and not only is that an awesome
contribution to Logan's legacy, but more
importantly we are saving lives.”

LOGAN’S LAW IS NAMED IN HONOR OF LOGAN LUFT, A 15-YEAR-OLD BOY FROM CHARLES CITY, IOWA, WHO
PASSED AWAY IN 2017 AND SAVED MANY LIVES BY BECOMING AN ORGAN AND TISSUE DONOR. 

DONATE

“LOGAN’S LAW,” IS A BILL WHICH ALLOWS IOWANS TO REGISTER AS ORGAN,
EYE, AND TISSUE DONORS WHEN OBTAINING THEIR HUNTING, FISHING, OR
FUR HARVESTER LICENSE.



WHAT A DIFFERENCE A YEAR CAN MAKE

Phil Lewis

Heart Recipient

With a grateful heart, 

“I was granted my miracle and I am

thankful every day for my donor, donor

family, and the second chance I was

given.”

My name is Phil Lewis and I was listed for heart transplant on March 26, 2018 at The University of Iowa Hospitals and

Clinics. While on the list, the good and bad days of physical health would come and go but mentally, it was tough. Not

knowing when the call was going to come and not being able to plan anything you could not change in a moment’s notice

was hard. My family and friends helped me through this time. 

I am now nearly 8 months post-transplant and I am feeling good. I am so grateful to be here to share my story! I can do

things I enjoy that I couldn’t before my transplant, like mechanical work on cars and equipment around our acreage. I'm

able to walk out of the house to run errands and not have to carry a backpack full of extra stuff for my LVAD device. When

the phone rings, my mind does not wonder if this is the call. My life has completely changed thanks to my generous

donor. 

On June 9, 2020 at 1:30 pm, I got the call. My first thought was is this real? When I realized it was, I quickly said “Yes!” to the

doctor and called my wife. I was admitted to the hospital that night and on June 10, 2020 at 2:30 pm, I received the gift of

life. 

The overall process from being listed to transplant to recovery has been tough but has been worth it. What a difference a

year can make. I was granted my miracle and I am thankful every day for my donor, donor family, and the second chance I

was given.

PHIL LEWIS
HEART RECIPIENT

YES!



REMEMBERING THOSE WHO GAVE THE GIFT OF LIFE IN 2020

103 ORGAN DONORS 886 TISSUE DONORSI
AB*

AC*

AD

AE

AF

AG*

AH*

AK*

AM*

AP

AS*

AV*

AW*

BA*

BB*

BC*

BD*

BE*

BG*

BH*

BJ

BK

BL*

BM*

BN

BQ

BR*

BS*

BV

BW*

BZ

CA

CB*

CC*

CD

CE

CF*

CG

CH*

CJ*

CK*

CL

CM*

CO*

CP*

CR*

CS*

CT

CU

CV*

CW*

CY

DA*

DB*

DC*

DD*

DE*

DF*

DG*

DH*

DI

DJ*

DK*

DL*

DM*

DN*

DO*

DP*

DR*

DS*

DT*

DU

DY

EA

EB*

EE

EF*

EG*

EH*

EJ*

EL

EM*

EN

EP*

ER

ES*

EW*

FB*

FE

FG

FH

FL

FM*

FR*

FS

FT

GB

GD*

GG*

GJ

GK

GL*

GLJ

GM*

GR*

GS*

GT*

GU

GW

GZ

HB

HC

HF

HG

HH*

HK

HP

HR

HS*

HW*

IC

ID

IH

IM

IT*

JA*

JB*

JC*

JCI

JD*

JE

JF*

JG*

JH*

JI*

JJ*

JK*

JL*

JM*

JN*

JO*

JP*

JR*

JS*

JT*

JV

JW*

KB*

KC*

KD

KE*

KF*

KG*

KH*

KJ*

KK*

KL

KM*

KN*

KP*

KR*

KS*

KT

KV

KW*

KY

LA

LB*

LC

LD

LE

LF*

LG*

LH*

LJ*

LK*

LL*

LM*

LMT

LN*

LO

LP*

LR*

LS*

LT*

LW*

MA

MB*

MC*

ME

MF*

MG

MH*

MJ*

MK*

ML*

MM*

MN

MP*

MR*

MS*

MT*

MV*

MW*

NA*

NB*

NC*

NE*

NH*

NK

NL

NN

NO

NS*

NV

OA

OB

OL

OM

OO

PA

PB*

PC*

PG

PH

PK*

PL

PM*

PO*

PR*

PS*

PT

QS

RA*

RB*

RC*

RD

RE*

RF

RG*

RH*

RJ*

RJJ

RK*

RL*

RM*

RN

RO

RP

RR*

RS*

RT*

RTJ

RW*

SA*

SB*

SC*

SD*

SE

SF

SG*

SH*

SJ*

SK*

SL*

SM*

SN

SO

SP*

SR*

SS*

ST*

SW*

TA

TB*

TC*

TD

TE*

TFJ

TG*

TH*

TJ

TK*

TL*

TM*

TN*

TO

TP

TR*

TS*

TT*

TV*

TW*

TZ

VB

VH*

VN

VS

WA

WB

WD

WE

WF

WFJ

WL

WM*

WO

WP

WR*

WS*

WT*

WW*

XM*

ZB*

* denotes
multiple 
donors
with the

same
initials



IN LOVING MEMORY

Iowa Donor Network dedicates our 2020 Annual Report in loving

memory of Allyn Salz and Rachel Glissmann, two dear friends and

colleagues that we lost this year.

ALLYN SALZ RACHEL GLISSMANN



2020 

2020 USE OF FUNDS

SOURCE OF FUNDS

ORGAN
$19,948,230

ORGAN AND
TISSUE DIRECT

COSTS
$20,473,781

GENERAL
ADMIN

$2,938,525

TISSUE
$8,699,473

HOSPITAL DEVELOPMENT,
PUBLIC EDUCATION AND

DONOR FAMILY SERVICES
$2,478,981

OTHER
$1, 250,572

FUNDRAISING
$200, 261

OTHER
(INTEREST
EXPENSE)
$132, 289

CONTRIBUTIONS
& GRANTS
$432, 200

FUNDING OUR MISSION



TYLER WEIG
LIVING DONOR

“Knowledge is power. The more I learned about 
living kidney donation and its ability to solve a 
serious problem, the more comfortable I became 
with the idea. In a world that can sometimes make 
people feel powerless, I learned that living kidney 
donation is an amazingly powerful solution. I 
encourage everyone to take their own first small 
step by learning more about living kidney donation. 
You may find it to be the best path you have ever 
explored. I did.”

 

POWERFUL

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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