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 IDN can provide FREE CEHs with education.
 Visit our website for information.

For free informational resources, click on
the Resources tab, Professional Partners
and choose Emergency Responders.

Registering is easy. Just visit our website!

A Guide for EMS, 
Fire & Rescue, 

and Law Enforcement

OUR COMMITMENT

YOUR ROLE IS VITAL

Iowa Donor Network (IDN) is committed
to working together to transform lives
through organ and tissue donation. We
cannot do this alone!  
 
IDN works with physicians, nurses, social
workers, and other healthcare
professionals in more than 120 hospitals
across the state. We partner with
medical examiners, EMS professionals,
law enforcement, and funeral directors.
We have liaisons who work at the Iowa
Office of the State Medical Examiner. We
also work collaboratively with the Iowa
Lions Eye Bank (ILEB). Together, we
provide support to families and save and
enhance the lives of many!  
 
Our staff appreciates EVERYONE’S
assistance in honoring the wishes of
donors and their families and facilitating
donation throughout Iowa.

EMS, Fire & Rescue, and Law
Enforcement all play a crucial role in the
tissue and eye donation process. By
referring ALL scene deaths to IDN within
one hour of time of death or as soon as
leaving the scene, you ensure all Iowans
are given the opportunity to leave a
legacy through the gift of donation.

Healthcare providers are protected by
HIPAA Section 164.512 to “disclose
protected health information to organ
procurement organizations…for the
purpose of facilitating organ, tissue, or 
eye donation and transplantation.”

HIPAA EXEMPT

IDN requires documentation of all medical
interventions performed on a potential
donor to facilitate organ, tissue, and eye
donation. Run reports may be requested
from any prehospital agency that
participated in the care of a patient that
becomes an organ or tissue donor, even if
that agency was not responsible for
transport.

EMS RUN REPORT

24 HOUR 
REFERRAL LINE
800-831-4131



The IDPH Statewide EMS Treatment
Protocols, in “Guidelines for EMS
Provider Initiating Organ & Tissue
Donation at the Scene”, make
contacting IDN part of patient care
when at the scene of a deceased
person.

IOWA BUREAU OF EMS 
PROTOCOL

Small Intestine: disease or
birth defect

Pancreas or pancreatic
islet cells: insulin-dependent
diabetes (could eliminate
need for insuling injections)

Skin: burn victims,
reconstructive surgeries

Heart: cardiomyopathy,
birth defect

Heart Valves: birth defect,
diseased or damaged valves

Tendons: sports injuries

1  organ donor
can save the

lives of up to 8
people

1 tissue donor
can save or

enhance up to
300 lives

What can be donated?
Corneas: Restore vision
for two people.

Lungs: pulmonary fibrosis,
pulmonary hypertension

Veins: coronary or
peripheral bypass, fistulas

Soft Tissue: bladder
suspension, uterine
surgery, cleft palate repair

Bone: spinal fusion, bone
cancer, traumatic injury

Kidneys: polycystic kidney
disease, diabetes

Liver: cirrhosis, chronic
hepatitis, liver disease

August 22, 2007, my son, Jesse, suffered a
traumatic brain injury and was declared brain
dead. On August 23, my wife and I met with staff
from Iowa Donor Network to discuss organ
donation. We received so much support from
the IDN staff.    
 
I have served in EMS for approximately 28
years. EMS has a huge connection to Jesse being
able to be an organ donor. Following his
accident, EMS providers kept him alive, which
contributed to him being able to give the gift of
life.
                                  Using this tragic event to                                        
                                  help others has helped us         
                                  with our own grieving                            
                                  process. We still miss Jesse
                                  and still do things to honor    
                                  him. Donation has changed                           
                                  our lives and has helped us
                                  to understand the
                                  importance of that decision.
                                                                         
                                  John Jorgensen, Paramedic
 

Nearly 2 out of 3
Iowans who die each
year are not given the
opportunity to leave a
lasting legacy through
donation as they are
not referred to IDN.


